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JOSEPH TERRA, MS, CIH 
 
Captain (CAPT) Joseph Terra is the Acting Director of 
Environmental Health Services Division (EHSD) for Federal 
Occupational Health (FOH), Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration and Management (ASAM), U. S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
 
In addition to his role as the EHSD Acting Director, CAPT 
Terra also serves as the FOH National Emergency Response 
Team Director and is responsible for the coordination and 
oversight of FOH’s integrated services disaster response 
related activities.   
 
CAPT Terra has over twenty years of Federal experience as 

an Occupational and Environmental Health Officer both with the U.S. Public Health Service 
and the U.S. Army.  Prior experience includes assignments with the Division of Safety, 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, and the U.S. Army Biomedical Research and 
Development Laboratory, Fort Detrick, in Frederick, MD. 
 
CAPT Terra received his undergraduate degree in biology from the University of New 
England in Biddeford, Maine, and his Master of Science degree in biology from the 
University of Rhode Island in North Kingstown, Rhode Island. CAPT Terra has been board 
certified in the comprehensive practice of industrial hygiene by the American Board of 
Industrial Hygiene (ABIH) since 1996.    
 
CAPT Terra is the recipient of the U.S. Public Health Service Field Medical Readiness 
Badge, the U.S. Army Meritorious Service Medal, the U.S. Public Health Service 
Commendation Medal, the U.S. Army Commendation and Achievement Medals, the U.S. 
Public Health Service Crisis Response Service Award, the Department of Health and Human 
Services Secretary’s Award for Distinguished Service, and numerous unit citations. 
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